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Some Case Examples• Lulu
• Heroin user for 20+ years on street, stable on methadone 

for over a year 
• Old case came up – was given probation but probation 

officer would not allow methadone 
• Despite advocacy, meetings – client relapsed on heroin and 

is lost to follow-up
• Carlie

• On methadone and also chipping heroin – finally ready for 
residential treatment 

• While accepted, methadone clinic not willing to provide 
take-home doses

• No support from SUD Tx site, so HHHRC staff drove to pick 
up client every day to and from methadone clinic



More Case Examples
• Keoni

• Heroin user for 10+ years, now stable on buprenorphine for past year
• Arrested and taken to cellblock and didn’t have medications on him 

and medications not provided by medical provider who did clearance
• 1 month in OCCC – and when released, no medications, no 

medications (Medicaid ended)
• Challenges getting insurance to get bupe and after a few days, 

decided it was easier to use the heroin given to him and he 
overdosed (but survived)

• Kalani
• Heroin user but has been entertaining using buprenorphine – got 

COVID and went to ED 
• Started to go into withdrawls and asked for help – was labeled “drug 

seeking” and denied
• Left hospital AMA to “get well” then came back to hospital with 

pneumonia three days later



Methadone Clinics in Hawaii

• Ku Aloha ola Mau
• Honolulu
• Hilo

CHAMP
• Honolulu
• Maui





Bupe Providers in Hawaii -
139

• Kauai – 4
• Maui – 7
• Hilo – 11
• Kona – 8
• Kamuela/ 

Waimea – 9
• Molokai - 1



Current National Policies
Methadone



Current National Policies
Buprenorphine

• Drug Addiction Treatment Act of 2000
• Buprenorphine DEA-X Waiver
• 275 limit of patients (100 first year)

• Update Practice Guidelines DHHS 4.21
• Up to 30 patients without training / waiver

• DEA (2022) can request an exception for 
a 3-day supply for those with SUD 
(hospital clinics and EDs



Mainstreaming Addiction 
Treatment Act (HR1384/S445)



More and More Legal Cases 
on MOUD…

• Federal judge ruled that Aroostook County 
(Maine) Jail violated the ADA by not 
providing MOUD (2019)

• Federal Bureau of prisons has provided 
MOUD due to settlement with the ACLU of 
Washington State 

• USDJ found Jefferson County in PA was in 
violation of the ADA for limiting access to 
MOUD for those under the county’s court 
supervision (2022)



Current Local Policies
Insurance Coverage

• Some plans have PA for TID and most 
have for QID

• Sublocade has additional barrier of 
waiting for arrival and pharmacy 
benefit PA

• Some plans require tabs vs. films or 
have vast cost difference



Current Local Policies

• If you 
received 
ADAD 
monies you 
must 
except 
patients on 
MOUD



Current Local Policies



New and On the Horizon
• MOUD Telehealth – without meeting in 

person first (continue?)
• MOUD in corrections, cellblock, judiciary

• Already on Kauai 
• DOH working with PSD/JUD

• ED buprenorphine utilization
• Mobile MOUD
• American Association of Treatment of 

Opioid Use Disorder HI Chapter
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